An update on endovascular therapy of the lower extremities.
Considerable advances have been made over the last decade in percutaneous technology for treatment of atherosclerotic diseases in the iliac, femoropopliteal, and distal tibioperoneal arteries. While treatment strategies are well defined in the iliofemoral segment, where angioplasty and stenting perform well in appropriately selected lesions, the search for a durable transcatheter therapy for femoropopliteal and distal occlusive disease continues. The spectrum of treatment alternatives to angioplasty ranges from transcatheter plaque excision to laser ablation, rotational atherectomy, cryoplasty, brachytherapy, and stenting. We review in this article the status of percutaneous endovascular techniques for the treatment of lower extremity vascular occlusive disease.